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|The Men’s Fragran ce by Ralph Lauren! 














“King George IV was up here, 
hack in 1822 . 

He would drink nothing but The Glenlivet:” 


The Glenlivet. 

The Father of All Scotch. 


SIXTY THINGS 
EVERY MAN SHOULD 
KNOW 


i) Knowledge Is Power If you put together enough knowledge, like 
with—collective wisdom. This issue contains a little of ours. page 50 


I. First Assumptions 



II. Absolute Certainties 





















It Not Only Says \SbuVe Arrived, ' ^ 

It Says^bu Beat Every one ElseThere. o, 



(LINCOLN 






BARNEYS 

NEWYORK 






























































































fMSUDfl 


BACKSTAGE WITH 
ESQUIRE 












































































- Kenneth Cole 
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Knowledge 
is power. 


I t is also said to be rewarding for its own 
sake—not to mention sexy. And smart people 
have been winning for a long time. What con¬ 
cerns us here, however, are not the rewards of 
knowing things but the process by which they 


















First 

Assumptions 



















Somebody 
has already 
learned what 
you need to 
know. 



















RALPH LAUREN 

The Spirited Tradition 



By Norman Mailer 


The 

best move 
lies very 
close to 
the worst. 


O ne morning at the Gramercy Gym on East Four¬ 
teenth Street in New York, a friend of one of our reg¬ 
ulars came along to join us for the Saturday-morning 
workout. He had never put on gloves before, but he was quietly 
confident. Having finished the New York City Marathon in 











) VERY VALENTINO 



veryVALENTINO 


VALENTINO V ERY VALENTINO VERY< 
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Obsession 










Sometimes 
you just 
have 
to turn 
it off 

A man walks into A room, fumbles for the remote, 
and turns on the TV. This is the quintessential act of 
modem life. It obliterates the three rarest commodities 
of our age: silence, solitude, darkness. <i Weather one hundred 
times a day. SportsCenter. CNN, People, WFAN. “You give us 



4 

By Bill McKibben 





















Never 
trust a 
weeping 
man. 


By Doug Marlette 

T here was something disturbing about the talk-show 
guest, something besides the fact that he was a convicted 
child molester. Maybe it was the ten-gallon hat, the 
western-style bolo tie, the cowboy boots, and the denim outfit 
he was wearing. Or maybe it was the fact that the daughter he 
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By Mike Lupica 


No 

honest 
man goes 
unpunished. 





















You’re 
just 

like your 
old 

By Mark Jacobson ITldn. 

W ent to see the gypsy woman, got the daily 
work-up, the one that tells how much life(force) 
I’ve got left. And how much they’ve sucked away. 
It’s a mystery equation, this transference; it isn’t as if you can 
overlay transparent graphs in direct proportion—one chart 
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Know 
your 
way 
home. 

By Richard Ben Cramer 

I N England, recently, I learned the real definition of parochial. A law 
in the time of Elizabeth I restricted you to your own parish. If you did 
leave, and ran into trouble elsewhere, you were literally whipped 
home: That is to say, the beadles of each parish between you and your 
place of birth would flog you through their territory, then hand you over 
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OUR TEQUILA GETS ITS 
COLOR FROM TIME. 


Absolute 

Certainties 

Friends Photographs by Neil Wt nokur . fag e 88 

Simplicity Photograph by Wayne Maser . pace 92 

Perceptivity By Roy Blount Jr. .page 94 

Pomposity By Roy Blount Jr.. page 95 

Self-improvement By P.J. O’Rourke . page 98 

QjJID Pro QjJO ByIce-T. . pace too 

Obsessions By Donald Katz . page 102 

CLOTHES Photographs by Neil Kirk . page 106 





















Photographs by Neil Winokur 


Dogs 

are 

good. 
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Some men 
just never learn. 

By P.J. O’Rourke 


f Pliny the Elder, Pliny Junior, and Cicero by the yard; with 
Marathons of an un-Boston kind and Hannibals who cross the 
Alps, not Jodie Foster; an education that includes Pythagoras’ theorem, 
Zeno’s paradox, Ockham’s razor, the rest of Ockham’s toilet kit, some 
















By Ice-T 


Sometimes 
a woman 
can be 
one of the 
boyz. 

y sex just like you. You ain’t playing 



She'll tell you straight up, “I gc 
it out of my bed.” 


a feral 


xnt. They were gett: 

Dgrammed them to be dogged. We said, 
’ " n’t got nothing for me.” 

they say, “Okay, muthafucka, cool, 
his out: We ain’t dealing with no 

^os woman ain’t having it. She 

A , ig it. She doesn’t need you. She says, “We’re in 

'c. Let’s kick it until we ain’t in love, and then I’m out of here, nigga.” 
w you’re in for a real ride, because only one of y’all is wear- 








HEALTHMAX BEATS SOLOFLEX AND NORDICFLEXGOLD ! 
COSTS $600-$700 LESS! 



ull 1 - 800 - 458-4652 Ext. 638-1201 
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Photographs by 
Neil Kirk 


Fashion 
is fleeting, 
but 
style is 
eternal. 








How the horse 
invented modern 



sportswear 











The polo coat, 
far from the rumble 
of hooves 





















Dark and double- 
breasted, with 
lots of balls 












Necessary 

Fictions 

D E N I A B I LIT Y in William E Buckley Jr .RAO e 130 

Risk Robert Altman. page yt 

Hedonism %StanleyBing. pace 136 

Self-expression By %d Friend .pace 138 

Envy % Kyle Balter. page .40 

Checking Out By Ken Kexy .page 143 

VERSE ByJimHarrison .page 146 


















Wfords to 
Live By 


















Words 

are 

deeds. 

WITTGENSTEIN 
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Admit 

nothing. 

By William F. Buckley Jr. 



Haute-Performance. 

The Kneger Velodri. In 18-kaiatgold and 


























































What do you call the new Regal 
steering wheel with driver air bag 
and stereo controls? 
Safe and sound. 




By Stanley Bing 


Drink 

with 

your head, 
not 
on it. 


H ere’s a toast. To moderation in all things. To the 
entire noble concept of knowing the moment when 
pleasure is likely to turn into excess. To finding the 
ability, at that critical instant, to say no. Stop. Enough. In fact, 
let’s lift a nice, clean glass of something plain and unimposing— 


















































DOLCE s GABBANA 



By Ken Kesey 


Get off 
first, finish 
tough, and 
get away 
clean. 






































COLOURS 

ALEXANDER JULIAN 







































Because she finds 
beauty in seashells and 
poetry in children. 
Because she prefers 
wildflowers to roses. 
Because soon its her 
Birthday. 

And there's only one 
thing as brilliant as 
her smile. 


Diamonds. 

Just because you love her. 



Pure 

Conjectures 

Imaginings i By Art Levine . 

Trust ByRkhardBnd . 

Looks By Susan Minot . 

Enterprise ByDemsBoyles . 

The Hereafter ByTomRdbbi 


















By Art Levine wonderful world of t 

























Leave 

no 

friend 

untested. 


By Richard Ford 

F or years my friendships were characterized by my 
considering myself a superior friend to have, but also not 
an easy one—a guy who’d get mad at you at the whiff of 
disloyalty. I specialized less in what made my friendships truly 
mutual and more in the finicky profit-and-loss mathematics of 





















By Susan Minot 


No 

woman is 
convinced 
of her 
beauty 


T his surprises men. To a woman this is merely 
something to shrug at. Of course it’s true, f A locker- 
room scene: Joe tells Mac there’s this girl but he’s not 
sure how she feels about him. Mac tells him to ask her out then. 
I would, Joe says, but I don’t know if she likes me. Take her 





















4 The Genuine Leather a 
U.S. Army Field Jacket 





















































Work 

IT 1 well 

1 with 

others. 

By Denis Boyles and a frunch of frozen flies. 8 
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hrust, diink of innovadon witb-ut 

=E!5S£. 






























































Unfortunate 

Realities 

Self-esteem ByJerryAdler .PAGE 168 

Straight Guys ByRmlRudmck . page 170 

Personal Finance By Bruce McCall . page 172 

Flesh By William Volimann. page 178 

Flesh Wounds By Robert Stone . page 181 

Mortal Wounds By Richard Belzer page 184 
Uppers By Michael Hirschom and Guy Martin page 196 



























Love 

thy 

enemy 

By Paul Rudnick 















































PEARL DROPS CLEANS 
BETTER THAN REMBRANDT 
FOR HALF THE PRICE. 



You 

cant 

eat 

honor. 


By Jimmy Breslin 





















The 

best things 
in life 
aren’t free. 


By William Vollmann 


I think I have always been ashamed of my body. I 
was born with as many moles on my back as a leopard has 
spots. These are not flat circles of pigment but actual pro- 
trusions. When I was in second grade, one of them had to be 
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THE SPIRIT 































































John’s losing 
his hair. 

His mission: 
get it back. 

ASAP! 

But how? 

Weaving? 

No. 

Transplant? 

Not for him. 

A hairpiece? 

Never, never. 

What John really wants 
is his oum hair back. 

And now he’s learned 
for male pattern 
baldness, 

Only Rogaine 
has been proven 
to regrow hair. 








Sensual 

Products 
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Don’t worry, 
be happy 



“New l!brfc—it ain'tower." 
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Over Seventy Percent Of 
TheEarths Surface Is Covered By Water. 
Jeep Covers The Rest. 
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